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HOMELESSNESS REVIEW 2017

1. Summary

1.1. This report presents the outcomes for the Council's Homelessness Review 2017 for 
approval by Cabinet. This review details the extent of homelessness in Dartford and 
marks the first stage of developing Dartford’s wider Homelessness Strategy in 2018.

2.      RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1. That the contents of the homelessness review in Dartford, attached at Appendix A to 
the report, be noted.

2.2.     That the Homelessness Review, as the first stage towards the development of the 
Council's Homelessness Strategy 2018, be presented to the General Assembly of the 
Council in April 2018.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1. The Council has a statutory obligation to produce a strategy to address 
homelessness.  Any development/revision of the Homelessness Strategy should 
be based on the findings from reviewing homelessness in the Borough. 

3.2. In 2003, the Council published its first Homelessness Strategy setting out how 
services will be delivered to prevent and tackle homelessness in the borough. 
Since then, three further strategies have followed, the last being published in 2011 
to cover the period 2011 to 2014.  Due to numerous legislative changes over the 
last few years, this review was delayed until now to ensure that both the review 
and strategy are up to date and relevant.

3.3. The purpose of the review, covering the period 2014 to 2017 is to establish the 
extent of homelessness in the Borough, assess its likely extent in the future and 
map what is currently being done, and by whom, to prevent and tackle 
homelessness.  Annex 1 to Appendix A to this report, presents the findings from 
the review of homelessness for Dartford.

3.4. Consultation was carried out with key stakeholders including council officers, 
voluntary and statutory agencies and service users.  Details of the consultation 
can be found in the Homeless Review document at Section 10 and Annex 2 to 
Appendix A.

3.5. Summary of main findings

3.6. Despite a long period where the number of homeless decisions and acceptances 
were generally decreasing, this trend is showing signs of shifting as there were 
twice as many applications and acceptances made in 2014/15 than the previous 
year although this has now stabilised in 2017. 
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3.7. 781 decisions were made in the period 2014 to 2017.  Of these, 498 households 
were accepted (they were eligible, unintentionally homeless and in priority need).

3.8. The primary priority need category for applicants accepted continues to be 
because the applicant has dependent children, mainly in a lone parent household.  
This is followed by the applicant being vulnerable because of mental illness and 
vulnerable because of a physical disability. 

3.9. The majority of applicants accepted the main homelessness duty were from a 
white ethnic group and aged between 16 and 44 years old.

3.10. The main reason for homelessness is because of the loss of tied or rented 
accommodation in the private rented sector, mainly because of the termination of 
an assured shorthold tenancy. This cause of homelessness has increased 
significantly since the last review. Parents, relatives or friends no longer willing to 
accommodate is now the second highest cause of homelessness followed by 
violent breakdown of a relationship. 

3.11. A total of 189 homelessness preventions and relief took place outside of the 
statutory homeless framework. The number of homelessness preventions and 
relief has remained relatively stable over the last three years. 

3.12. The levels of homeless households placed in temporary accommodation is 
steadily increasing with more households in temporary accommodation at the end 
of quarter 4 in 2016/17 than previous quarters. 

3.13. The following table shows the level of spend on temporary accommodation against 
income.  As can be seen, the cost of temporary accommodation has risen over the 
last few years. Factors surrounding welfare reform, rising housing costs and the 
difficulty of procuring private rented accommodation, have contributed to the rising 
numbers of homeless households in temporary accommodation. A lack of 
available private sector accommodation in the borough has resulted in a growing 
proportion of homeless households being accommodated in another borough

TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION
2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017

DPLS (PRIVATE LEASING) 608,392 623,853 724,927
NIGHTLY PAID ACCOMMODATION 587,054 1,031,786 1,635,596
TOTAL SPEND 1,195,446 1,655,639 2,360,523
    
INCOME (Housing Benefit) 1,141,068 1,401,985 1,712,466
    
ACTUAL SPEND 54,378 253,654 648,057

3.14. There were 9 rough sleepers identified on a given night in 2016/2017 compared to 
10 in 2015/2016 and 19 in 2014/2015. 

3.15. Resources for funding the Council’s approach towards preventing and tackling 
homelessness through the homelessness prevention funding and new burdens’ 
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funding has been agreed up to 2020.  The homeless prevention funding is mainly 
used to prevent homelessness where possible; for example by providing rental 
deposits.  This workstream has been budgeted at £106,500 for each year of the 
review.  New burden funding of £48,217 in 2018/19 and similar amounts for the 
next two years has been allocated to assist local authorities implement the 
requirements of the Homeless Reduction Act 2017.

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

This report relates to the Corporate Plan aims of ‘meeting the housing needs of 
the Borough and achieving self-reliant communities’

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments

Financial Implications As detailed in this report

Legal Implications
 

Carrying out a review of homelessness and 
publishing a homeless strategy is a legal 
requirement.

Staffing Implications None

Administrative Implications None 

Risk Assessment No alternative option has been considered. The 
responsibility for carrying out a review of 
homelessness is a statutory requirement and a 
key element of the Homelessness Code of 
Guidance for Local Authorities.

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

Appendix A – Homelessness Review 2016/2017

BACKGROUND PAPERS

Documents consulted Date /
File Ref

Report Authors Section 
and
Directorate
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N/A N/A Peter Dosad 
Jackie Pye

Strategic 
(Ext)

N/A


